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Sydney Running Festival

e s ML =SV S
2019F#F9F15H 4Ei7HELE
SYDNEY MARATHON 3 &

OXK/2D98158(BEB)ICTMNDYRZ—-VISIVVIC. S
FEEIRBRENEELET,

ORERIE, A —R S PBESBHEAN. RFERLDZHD
RXERICQITTEDCDANY FCENZEZSTMITTRDZET.
QO_D—FIC—EDANRYFICXH U, BIEBFHEFHEFIDLHICH
MZEPLBRENEE DL, [Peace Runl EBAEESNZET. N
SOFEFTCCAEZEZLTCRENEITELOEBULSRBENBLLET
B

AR A O R (WESTPACERITNEUTRAL BAYXJE)
ACCOUNT NAME : HBMA
BSB : 032 197
ACCOUNT NO : 48 1501
DESCRIPTION : PEACE RUN

O_DINY KIS, ELBDE—MICSNHLEZN! ERo>LwD
FBIEZBIE. CHOARY FDOREET A EHOSERAZEITOTREN,
https://www.sydneyrunningfestival.com.au/

@IV J—TEFEINDIE 35kmDKRES Y. 10kmD T w3
SV, N\N=D3V3SYVY, TILV¥IVVE, BIRENCINEIOD
T. BODEERDNHT T —ZBAT RS, —PIICENT
FEZEMNKDTELUTRDET, o=

M M yp-—xEsR Pase 3

AR 2L

\)vé/—'k\/—'(‘q'\)v%ﬁ

CEHESFFSTOC

\:%\"4—\31@

(ot 4 i i | )

T e N

> e 7

I T Rt

t
3
§
3

Shinran Shonin
PEEA (1173-1263)

The tradition of the
true Pure Land teaching
speaks of birth
through the Nembutsu.

“Notes on Once-calling and Many-calling”
by Shinran Shonin

(BRHEESHI2019%EBAL VI —1KD)
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August Shotsuki Memorial Service

Hashimoto, Mikinosuke A& %/B) #& (1964)
Iriguchi, Ritsuko AO #F #& (1984)
Tanaka, Yasushi Bd = ¥ (2011)
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* Mr Ken Doochew — Mother’ s 49th Day Service
* Mr Fujio Shizuka — Membership pledge
* Mrs Ayako Mitsui Browne — Donations
* Ms Akiko Minami —
* Mr Jonathan Shearman — Donations
* Japan Club of Sydney — Printing honourarium

Obon memorial service

thhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh

Expression of Dana/Gratitude

CO—4 BET, FEDFIREIDHET 1,470.00 FILDCEEZE SEMVEIEEX UL, FIT. REHBICE.
VDB HELUTSEERIDEBLUTENWTRBDFI UL, COBPHIEIABFRIUESZNEMNSINILUL, BDHEDCSNE

In the past month, donations to the amount of 1,470.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.
HBMA members and attendants have also deposited $12.00 in the donation box which also deposited to the Hongwanji Temple of Sydney Building
fund. The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations:

* Rev Mark Healsmith — Membership contribution for 6 months

* Japan Amateur Swimming Club — Printing honourarium

Thank you very much in Gassho
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NEWS

Run for PEACE & Future of HBMA "M

BLACKMORES

42.195“

KNS

‘ SYDNEY RUNNING

15 September 2019 Run f'or PFEACE &
RUN FOR THE FUTURE OF HBMA

Rev Watanabe will once again
join the Sydney Running Fes-
~ tival on 15 September and will
Ml run 42.195km for the WORLD
4 PEACE and also the FUTURE OF
HONGWANJI BUDDHIST MISSION
OF AUSTRALIA!

If you wish to donate for this
event to support Reverend’s
Run, please make a donation to
the following account.

AccoUNT NAME: HBMA
BSB: 032 197
finished A ocoUNT NoO: 48 1501

Rev
42.195km with time of

Watanabe

4:12.48 last year, (16/09/18) DESCRIPTION: “PEACE RUN”

If you wish to join this festival, you are
most welcome to do so. There are also )YDNEY.
3.5km family run, 10km and Half Mara- ¢
thon categories. You may experience the
run the centre of Harbour Bridge, which is

so exciting. Every year, many Japanese |
visitor runners join this event. Last year [
there were 37,300 participants in total for =
this event, and the number of runners from
oversea was 2,350. Among these partici-
pants from overseas, there were 600 Japanese run-
ners from Japan which was the biggest number among
oversea countries. In Gassho,

3
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m Scripture Class on the move! :
u |
s At Gordon West ®.S. g
n .

m Scripture class resumed on 24 " e :
B/ July and students in Gordon " “¥&8 : |
oll- == [ West  Public & =
: +: School are now ]
) = studying  focus . |
. i about the impor- i :
| | tant basic teach- R =
: ing of Bud- ]
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Rev Watanabe attended farewell
. reception of Mr Keizo Takewaka
Consul-General of Japan in Sydney

Reverend Watanabe attended a farewell reception for
the Mr Keizo Takewaka, Consul-General of Japan in
Sydney, on 2 July 2019 held at the Consul-General’s
residence, in Bellevue Hill. Mr Takewaka was well
loved by everyone in Sydney, because of his graceful
personality. He is already assigned to become an am-
bassador in Laos from August 2019. All the best for
his new career!

(Left:L-R) Rev Wata-
nabe, Ms S Hayashi,
Mr & Mrs Keizo Taka-
waka Fukushima
and other Japan Club

of Sydney members.
(02/07/19)

@®ighty Rev Watanabe with Father
Paul Glynne, Marist missionary
priest, who originally from Lis-
more where Rev Watanabe attend
for the Peace Service. (02/07/19).

We all enjoyved a Fete

13 July 2019
The Japanese Cultural Fun Day event.

On a beautiful Saturday on 14 July, the Japanese
community held an annual Fete in Auburn Picnic
Area and many people joined this fun event. HBMA

. : members also partlclpated

worked
In Gassho,

SO

(Top Left) Noodle shop, (right) Sydney Soran Dance Troupe
(bottom lef) Tag a war, (right) (13/07/19)

S




(From page 2) Dharma message ‘Parents”

According to the Ullambana Sutra,
one day Mokuren was reflecting upon
his beloved mother who had already
passed away. At that time, a question
came to his mind,

“What is my mother doing right now?”

He had supernatural powers, which
he had obtained through his hard
practice, so he was able to see people
who had already died. So, Mokuren
used this power to search for his beloved mother and
found her.

Mokuren

Alas! - It was a big and sad sur-
prise for Mokuren that his
| mother was suffering in the hell
Y of hungry demons. It was an un-
" believable scene for him. His
mother was very skinny and al-
most just flesh and bone. Moku-
ren rushed to her, and tried to
offer some food, but all of it
Mokuren tried to feed caught fire in front of his
his mother but food was mother. He tried many times
all burnt. but nothing worked. Mokuren
had no idea what to do, so, he went to see Shakya-
muni Buddha.

Buddha listened to the story, and then told Mokuren
why his mother had to go to such a world;

“Mokuren, your mother is suffering right now, be-
cause she did something wrong when she was in the
human world’,

But, Mokuren could not believe it and said;

“She was always a very kind and wonderful mother,
what did she do?”

Sakyamuni said,

“I know she was really a wonderful mother, but she
was good only to you, not to others. Whenever she had
something good, she hid it from others and gave it to
Yyou, Mokuren. Your mother never shared things with
others.”

Mokuren said, “Is it because of me?”

“Yes, Mokuren.” Buddha replied,

“She loved you so much’.

Mokuren then asked,

“What can I do for her?”

Buddha said,

“There is a way to save your mother. Because she did
not share things with others and went to the hell of
hungry demons. Therefore, if you offer and share
things with others on behalf of your mother, and if
they are pleased, then your mother will be all right.”

In accordance with Buddha’s word, Mokuren prepared
more than enough food and shared it with all the Bud-
dha’s disciples on the last day of their summer study
meeting on 15 August. They ate everything and all
the disciples were very pleased. Then Mokuren was
finally able to see his mother’s peaceful smiling face.
Mokuren was very happy as he jumped and danced
with joy!

Since then, every year on the same
day, the same thing was done. This is
the origin of the Obon and the Obon
dance.

As I write this article, I wonder if we are still doing
the same thing as Mokuren’s mother. Whenever we
get something good, we don’t share it with others, but
only share it with our children. From the Buddha’s
point of view, all human actions are beset with selfish-
ness. So we can’t count how many selfish acts we
make for the sake of our children, family or loved
ones. These actions may commit us to go straight to
the Hell of hungry demons. The only way for our sal-
vation is to encounter the Vow of Amida Buddha; to
encounter the teaching of the Nembutsu, and live the
life of appreciation, embraced in the warm arms of
Amida Buddha.

Let us recite Namo Amida Butsu showing our appre-
ciation to Amida Buddha who works all the time for
us all. - Namo Amida Butsu - .

Please join in for 2019 Obon on Sunday 11!
In Gassho,
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe
CT <Sr T < M r T <o

REV WATANABE PARTICIPATED IN
SRE - FAST TRACK TRAINING

AT BUDDHIST COUNCIL OF NEW SOUTH WALES
ON TUESDAY 9 JULY 2019

Rev Watanabe, as a Special Reli-
gious Education (Buddhist Scripture
Class) teacher, participated in a one §
day workshop for the volunteer
teachers, called “Fast Track Train-
ing” on Tuesday, 9 July at the office
of the Buddhist Council of NSW,
with other 13 scripture teachers
among
Sydney and area.

The aim of this training ses-
sion is improve our teaching
{ skill and know how to obtain
- resources for the teaching
materials. And also learn

how to manage classroom
including controlling chil-
dren’s discipline, etc.

Ann

is showing us man
teaching resources. (09/07/19

‘ = ‘_ ’ \

With trainer Ms Ann MacArther (Left) and other participants




(From page 1) Message from Go-Monshu sama

b

forms us of the existence of Amida Buddha
who had vowed to save all ordinary and fool-
ish beings like us, by guiding us to supreme
enlightenment. Furthermore, Shinran Shonin
clarifies that we, as the recipient of Amida’s
working, have already received the Buddha’s
wish in the form of the Name, Namo Amida
Butsu.

As the manifestation of the ultimate
wisdom and compassion that accepts every-
thing as it is, Amida Buddha’s working
equally embraces every living being, never
to abandon us, no matter how egoistic and filled with blind
passions we may be. When truly realising how vast the
Buddha’s compassion is, we cannot help but feel ashamed
of our way of living that is a far cry from Amida Buddha’s
wish. That is why Shinran Shonin laments, “How ugly it is!
How wretched!” in referring to himself. However, this feel-
ing of shamefulness could motivate us to endeavour to
lessen the Buddha’s sorrow even if only limited results
were expected. Furthermore, that sentiment should syn-
chronize with our efforts of sharing the Buddha’s Vow with
as many people as possible and feeling others’ grief and joy
as our own, because these acts are in accord with the
wishes of Amida Buddha, and also Shinran Shonin who as-
pires for peace and tranquillity and the Buddha’s teaching
to spread throughout the world.

Let us appreciate the Dharma and Nembutsu teaching
even more deeply, and together strive to realise a society in
which everyone can live in peace and harmony, resonating
in the hearts and minds of all. As the first step of this move-
ment, | would like to ask for everyone’s cooperation in con-
tinuing our organisational plans for the future and success-
fully conducting the joint celebration of the 850th Anniver-
sary of Shinran Shonin’s Birth and the 800th Anniversary
of the Establishment of the Jodo Shinshu Teaching.

January 9, 2019

Namo Amida
Butsu

SHAKU SENNYO
OHTANI Kojun

Monshu

Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

H
| BULLETIN |}
M

Let us plan to attend the service in 2023

According to Gomonshu-sama’s message, there will be an
another historic event in 2023 in Kyoto, celebrating 850th
Anniversary of Shinran Shonin’s Birth and the 800th An-
niversary of the Establishment of the Jodo Shinshu Teach-
ing. Therefore, we should plan to have our group tour from
Australia to Japan and together we celebrate the joyful day
when Shinran Shonin was born into this world. This is the
once in a lifetime occasion, so we
should not miss this event.

Please let HBMA office know
your interest of joining to this
group tour to Japan. Hope we
can make a good size of tour FEeEs
group from Australia.

Dharma message

Why do we commemorate Obon ?

Obon is a good time to reflect upon our loved ones
who departed before us and show our appreciation
to Amida Buddha who let them be born into the
Pure Land saving everyone who encounters the
teaching of nembutsu.

We all commemorate our loved ones who have al-
ready departed from us at this Obon time. How-
ever, as Jodo Shinshu followers, we shouldn’t miss
the essence of the Obon. Remember that if we only
think about our ancestors at this time, it won’t be a
religious observance. Each one of us should be in-
volved in this service. That is, we should think
about and realise our own future lives. Because, we
are also going to Amida Buddha’s Pure Land where
our ancestors are. ; A

4
|

There is a famous Haiku \ { :
(Japanese 17  syllable ° :R‘ ‘I‘
poem) which describes our 2*
human world as imperma- | ; 4
nent. It says “Chiru Sa- - .L. ]
kura Nokoru Sakura mo
Chiru Sakura (Cherry
blossom falls, inevitably all blossoms fall).” There
are no exceptions and no one can live this life for-
ever.

As Rennyo Shonin, the 8th Gomonshu, also wrote
in his letter: “We have not heard of anyone receiv-
ing human form which lasts for ten
thousand years. The course of life
| ebbs away very rapidly. Can a per-
| son preserve his body for a hundred
years at the present time? Not
knowing whether death will come
today or tomorrow, those who de-
part from us are as countless as the
drops of dew.”

Rennyo Shonin ended his message
as follows: “Thus, we see that what
man cannot control is the passing away of the
young, and old alike. Therefore, we should all look
to our future life and with deep reliance on Amida
Buddha say the holy Name.”

Sakura blossom

Rennyo Shonin

In the Ullambana sutra, we can find the origin of the
Obon service.

I assume many people love their mother the best. One
of the ten great disciples of Shakyamuni Buddha,
whose name was Mokuren (Maudgalyayana) also
loved his mother, because his mother loved him very
much.

(Continues on page 3)
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Message
On the Eight hundred fiftieth Anniversary of
Shinran Shonin’s Birth
and
Eight hundredth Anniversary of
the Establishment of the Jodo Shinshu Teaching

Ohtani Kojun Go-Monshu

The year 2023 will mark the 850th anniversary of
Shinran Shonin’s birth and 2024 will be the 800th anniver-
sary of the establishment of the Jodo Shinshu teaching. To
commemorate these occasions, we will be having the joint
celebratory observance in 2023.

Shinran Shonin was born in 1173 and entered the
priesthood at the age of nine. However, after devoting many
years to monastic Buddhist practices on Mt. Hiei, he de-
cided to descend the mountain at the age of 29. Following
the guidance from his new mentor Honen Shonin, who in-
troduced him to the Primal Vow of Amida Buddha, Shinran
Shonin came to entrust himself to the Nembutsu teaching
preached by his master. Several years later, their Nembutsu
teaching was banned and Shinran Shonin was exiled to
Echigo, present Niigata. Following his pardon, Shinran
Shonin moved to the Kanto region where he engaged in
propagation of the Nembutsu teaching of Other Power,
namely the working of Amida’s great wisdom and compas-
sion. It is believed to be then when he began writing his
main literary work, The True Teaching, Practice and Re-
alization of the Pure Land Way, known as Kyagyashinsha.
Since the essence of his teaching that emphasizes entrusting
oneself to the Buddha’s working of Other Power and recita-
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tion of the Nembutsu was clarified in the composition, the
Kyagyashinshe is also referred to as gohonden, or the most
foundational scripture of the Jodo Shinshu teaching. Based
on Shinran Shonin’s own inscription in the writing stating
that he was 52 years of age at the time, the year 1224 be-
came designated as the year when the Jodo Shinshu teaching
was established.

_ Buddhism began approximately 2500 years ago
when Sakyamuni became a Buddha, awakening to the true
reality of this world, such as, the principles of dependent
origination, impermanence, and no-self. However, ordinary
people like us are neither able to realise the truth of enlight-
enment nor practice a life of nonattachment. To the con-
trary, we see things from our egocentric viewpoint and be-
cause of that we constantly suffer, encounter hardship, and
fight with one another. That is why Sékyamuni Buddha in-

(Continues on page 2)
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., Let us celebrate o

! HBMA’s Annual (&)
2019 OBON SERVICE' !

11 am~ Sunday 11 August 2019

Please come to our O-bon ser-
vice, in commemoration of all
who have gone before us, and

show our appreciation to
Amida Buddha.
Rev Watanabe will deliver |
the English
and Japanese
messages. "
Those e Rev Watanabe

plan to attend the service,
please bring a dish to share
with everyone just like Mo-
kuren (Maudgalyayana) did in
the Obon story!

Mokuren
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